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(photos of Ottey and Cabaret 2014 attached)
Syracuse Chorale To Honor Retiring Director at Cabaret 

Syracuse Chorale will honor retiring music director Warren Ottey May 30 and 31 during its annual cabaret, Heard It on the Radio. Ottey is stepping down after directing the community choir since 1994.
Ottey, who lives in Oran, is the fourth musical director of the Syracuse Chorale, which was formed in 1953 and operates under an all-volunteer board. Under Ottey’s direction, the Chorale recently presented A Lincoln Legacy. The well-received performance capped a series of performances highlighting the 150th anniversary of the death of Abraham Lincoln and the Central New York connections to abolition and the women’s suffrage movement. 
The Chorale typically presents three concerts a year. Recent standout performances include Handel’s “Messiah” Part II and Part III (April 2014); Brahms’ “A German Requiem,” with Onondaga Civic Symphony Orchestra (2013); 10th Anniversary Commemoration of 9/11, a free collaborative concert with OCSO, Master’s Touch Chorale, the Syracuse Pops Chorus, the gospel group Five to Life and the Syracuse Scottish Pipe Band (2011); and the Central New York premiere of the Robert Levin completion of the Mozart “Requiem” with members of the then-Syracuse Symphony (2008). Ottey also directed the Chorale’s Chamber Singers, a select ensemble that performed at local churches and community events, including numerous naturalization ceremonies.
Civic Morning Musicals awarded Ottey the 2004 Paul and Veronica Abel Award for outstanding contribution to the art of choral performance.
 Ottey is a native of Coatesville, Pa., and studied music at West Chester State University, the Eastman School of Music (studying under Metropolitan Opera mezzo soprano Anna Kaskas), Moody Bible Institute (where he was a soloist and vice president of the Moody Chorale) and Eastern University. He is also music director and organist at the Episcopal Church of St. Mark the Evangelist in Syracuse. In addition, he is also in his 21st year as director of The Master’s Touch Chorale, a Syracuse-area interdenominational Christian he and his wife, who founded the choir in 1993. The Master’s Touch Chorale was invited three times to sing at the White House. Ottey maintains a vocal teaching studio in his home in Oran, where he lives with his wife, who sings alto with Chorale.
Ottey’s final directorial role with the Syracuse Chorale will be the annual cabaret, a departure from the choir’s typical classical performances. Heard It on the Radio will feature iconic music and moments experienced on the radio. The program, with accompanist William Verity, will feature comedy sketches, ensembles and the men's a cappella group NoXCuse. 
Also performing will be Katherine Krebs, who received the Syracuse Chorale’s 2015 Voices of Tomorrow Scholarship. Krebs is a senior at Skaneateles High School and will study music education at Skidmore College. Members of the Chorale raise money for the annual scholarship, which is awarded to a Central New York high school senior who is pursuing a music-related major and plans to continue choral singing after high school.
The show is  Saturday, May 30, 7 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.) and Sunday, May 31, 3 p.m. (doors open at 2:30 p.m.) at Blessed Sacrament School, 3127 James St., Syracuse. Refreshments will be served. Tickets are $20; table of eight for $120. They are available in advance from Chorale members or at the door. Children under 12 are admitted free. 

For more information, see www.syracusechorale.org. 
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